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To the Editors of the Visitor. 
GENTLEMEN, 


Tue day is fat approaching when by pres- 
criptive right, the graveft of us are to be remin- 
ded that we are not yet out of the reach of fol- 
ly. Notwithftanding all the prudence of pre- 
meditation, there is yet a fatality attending one 
day at leaft in the year, that fets it at defiance. 
All our forefight to efcape, or vigilance to de- 
feat it, only ferve to render us the more laugh- 
able dupes of the day. If it would operate as 
a corrective charm, and preferve us from falling 
into any more follies till the return of the next, 
we ought to hail its approach, and wear the cap 
and bells with the moft perfe& good humour.— 
We thould then be relieved from fo frequently 
witnefling the repetition of many ridiculous and 
injurious occurrences. The impatient widow's 
girlith fights would be more limited, and the 
unconscious stripling, in less immediate danger 
of being prematurely hurried to the altar.— 
The charms of beauty might escape many a 
nipping froit, from the chill decripitude of age ; 
and, the full coffers of hoary depravity, have 
fewer opportunities of winning over the lovely 
bloom of fifteen. The heedieis youth, lefs fre- 
quently be feen diffipating in pernicious plea- 
fures, the hard-earned labours of his anceftors, 
or falling incautioufly into the evil {nares of a 
watchful, hackneyed gamefter. The health and 
reputation of beauty and innocence, have many 
escapes trom the noxious damps of evening air, 
and the more pettilential breath of tea-table and 
card-party feandal. We might, on these terms, 
cheerfully submit to be infatuated this single 
day in the year, and think the folly cheaply pur- 
chafed. Alchymifts need not then regret the 
time they lofe in search of the philofopher’s 
ftone, nor Mathematicians in mifling the longi- 


tude ; and you, Meilrs. Editors, be content to | 


pay the poftages, and wade through the contents 
of dull effays, ftale Witticisms, insipid elegies, 
and the loofe amatory strains of many corres- 
ponding Eloisia’s for one day at lealt, to be ex- 
empt trom the {ame torrent of tolly for the se- 
Maiming three hundred and sixty-tour. 


De 








For the Visitor. 
APHORISMS. 
NOTWITHSTANDING our admiration of per 
fonal charms, we ought to prefer moral beauty 
before every other {pecies, and to think no wo- 
man truly lovely whofe amiable qualities of 
mind do not appear through the tran{parent 

veil of the countenance, 


Thofe who are fenfible to none but the coar- 
feft attachments, believe, when that exclulive 
preference is over, that every fentiment of ten- 
derne{s muft perith with it; they know nothing 
of thofe nice fhades of affection, pity and ad- 
miration, which complete the picture of human 
happine(s. 


There is a season in youth which blinds the 
eye of reafon ; weakens the energies of domes- 


tic ties; and, vainly trufting in its own ftrength, 


drives like Phaeton into that very ruin, which 
it has no longer the ability to avoid. 


Though there may be much apparent good 
in a character, yet, while it is fullied by grofs 
indiscriminate connections, there muft be fome 
points at which an ingenious heart would revolt. 


He who negleéts to retain his own efteem, is 
not likely to conciliate the confidential regard 
of others. 


Men who unite goodnefs of heart with fupe- 
rior talents, are generally diftinguifhed by mo- 
dett simplicity and sincerity; if there be a cone 
fciouinefs of abilities, they betray no pride on 
the poflefiea of them. 

There is a fealed ftamp of nature on the mind 
of genius, which can create an art and fix its 
limits. 


It is to be regretted that creat abilities have 
often been leis ferviceable to the pofleffor, than 
moderate ones. Life has been compared to a 
race; but the allusion still improves, by ob- 
ferving that the moft iwift are ever the leait ma- 


nageable. 


Congenial difpofitions feldom remain indiffer- 
ent to each other: yet their progre{s from dif- 
paflionate approbation to decided preference, is 
sometimes so imperceptible, that neither is con- 
scious of the gradations, 


Richmond; Saturday, March 31, 1810. 
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“eremonies, which take up fo much of our 
attention, are only artificial helps aflumed by 
thofe who are ignorant of true politenefs, which 
is purely the reiult of good fenfe and good nature. 

A confummate judge of mankind, frequently 
gains as much by an accurate calculation of his 
advecfary’s folly, as he does from the full exer- 
cife of his own resources. 

Philofophy can add to our happinefs in no 
other manner, than by diminifhing our mifery : 
it fhould not pretend to encreafe our prefent ftock, 
but make us economifts of what we poflefs. Z. 


For the Visitor. 
APPROPRIATE INTERPRETATION, 


Perer PELLETIER, firft Prefident of the 
Parliament of ***, in France, under the ancient 





regimen, had a futfl-length piéture of his*hung™ 


in the anti-chamber of his magnificent hotel. 
Under that picture was the following infcription ; 
“Pp. P. P. P. P.™ 

That is, Petrus Pelletierus, Primus Parliamen- 
ti Preses,. (Peter Pelletier, First President of 
the Parliament). One morning, a wealthy 
countryman, who had an important law-fuit de- 
pending in that court of juftice, waited on the 
Prefident, and nearly three hours elapfed before 
the haughty magiftrate appeared. The rural 
client was expecting him in the anti-chamber, 
and, when his lordthip entered the fame, had 
his eyes fixed on the pifture, with every mark 
* Well!”’ exclaimed 
Pelletier, ‘what do you think is the meaning 
of thofe five P's?’ ** Why, my Lord,” replied 
the countryman, ‘‘ they muft certainly mean 
Poor Petty Pleader, Pick Patience!’* (Pauvie 
Petit Phaideur, Prends Patience!” G. 


of intense meditation. 
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™ are Tike thie 

Tothe Editors of the Visiior. 
GENTLEMEN, 

WHEN contradictory circumitances occur in 
narratives, of events whith have taken place 
within our own recoHe&tion, they have a tenden- 
cy to depreciate tie general character of eftab- 

hed hiftury, and ought to be carefully guarded 


against by all who write for public informations 


> 














































3 


~ 










2 EY Se 











These refleétions occurred to me on meeting 
lately wi h an account, varying materially from 
that I had formerly feen, of the manner in 
which the infamous Egalite refigned bimfelf to 
his fate. I had underftood, that after being 
tried by the revolutionary tribunal for treaton 
againft the republic, he ended on the 7th of No 
vember, 1793, by the guillotine, a life marked 
by every crime that could degrade human na- 
ture, and died as dafardly as he had lived.— 
But, we are told, in the account F allude to, 
that he looked forward to the event with the 
calmett indifference, and was even desirous the 
evening before, of viewing the spot where it 
was to take place. When the moment crrived, 
and he was reminded of his boots, it is there 
said, he told the executioner, with the same cool 
compofure, that ‘‘ they might as well be taken 
off the dead body.” 

Perhaps‘some of your correspondents, who 
have better opportunities of informing them- 
felves than one who lives in a remote situation, 
may ascertain to us from authentic sources, 
which account is entitled to most credit: In 
my opinion, the former is tar more confiftent 
with the leading features of the fratricide’s cha- 
Your ob’t. serv’t. 


HISTORICUS. 


ratter. 
| —_— __-} 
For the Visitor. 
To Mr. Macisrer True-Love,. 


(In anfwer to bis Grammatical Epifile.) 
Sir, 
Perpending your proposition indicative of 
a conjunétion, I have definitely determined to 
make no conjugation in the subjunétive mood. 
I hope you will not opiniate this negative as pla- 
cing you in the singular number, having be- 
fore given the optative of my mind to parallel 
interjelions. I doubt not, Sir, of your desire 
to become relative by the antecedent of regular 
conjugation, as this alone can conftitute a law- 
ful concord, and afford a participle of subftan- 
‘ive happinefs. You have my fincere withes 
that, when in the poffeffive cafe, nothing may 
appear in the acculative againft your govern- 
nient; and that your nominative, without a 
pronoun or even adverb, may be your fair one’s 
voeative till death, the great ablative ot all liv- 
ing, by the gradual declension of our corporeal 
nature, puts a final termination to the present 
tense. 

Predicating that you will place the moft fa- 
vourable conftrugtion on this my definite con- 
Iam, &e. ™ 

SPINSTER SINGULAR. | 


clusion, 








| Trifles provoke me. 











THE VISITOR. 








To the opulent or taftetul minority of our rea- 
ders, who regularly peruse ‘* the Port Folio,” 
any article trom it may /eem. unneceilary in 
‘ the Vilitor ;° but a large, and accompiithed, 
or defirous to be enlightened majority of ow 
friends, feldom, we know, have acceis. to 
that hive of American literature, and there 
jove, tor their fakes, we have iclected from 
it the following letter, For confidering its 
tendency to premote the belt fesmporal ite- 
relts of iociety, 3£ cannot we-are iure, be too 
univer.ally vead, nor the principle it would 
inculcate too generally practiced. 

Mr. OLDSCHOOL, e 
UNFORTUNATELY for me, Iam not bleffed 

with any extraordinary placidity ef temper. 

But when vexations of 

more importance excite the tempeft of my pafli- 

on, I mult give it vent ; as I now do by utter. 
ing my complaints to you. I was fitting a few 
evenings ago, in a room full of company, at 
the fide of a charming girl, enjoying the de- 
lightful hilarity of foul, produced by my fitua- 
tion, and interchanging opinions with her on 
various. interefting topics; when our attention 
was (uddenly arrreited by a pair of {crutinizing 
eyes moft intently fixed on us, and apparently 
endeavouring to read the inmoft thoughts of ou: 
fouls. My rair companion .immediately defer- 
ted her feat, and I was leit like a difappointed 

Tantalus, enraged to fee the delicious fruits 

fnatched from my very lips. I muttered a hali 

tormed oath, flew to my defk to prevent my 
blood-veflels from breaking, and now moft ge- 
neroully beftow the ebullitions of my rage on you. 

Now in truth, good Sir, nothing more com. 
pletely deprives me of all patience, than th. 


Oiticiouineis of certain buly, intermeddling peo 


ple, who eternally pefter tociety with their con- 
jectural remarks, and fignithcant thrugs, to the 
dreadtul annoyance. of all honeft beings, who, 
like myielt, follow their inclination, inftead of 
coniulting the fometimes-abiurd etiquetts of the 
world. You will be furpriied, Mr. Oldichool, 
when [tell you, that there are very many of 
thei¢ prying animals, even in the moft polithed 
circles of this courtly metropolis. But itis a 
melancholy fact: in our mof fplendid ball- 
rooms, where youth and beauty trip it ‘* on the 
light tantaftic toe of fancy,’ or at a pleafant 
converzatione,* where fympathetic fouls indulge 


in the {ocial conveife, these dampers of pleature, | 


abound, and poifon ail our enjoyments, They 
refemble the littl buzzing Summer-fly that 
intrudes upon our moments of repole, and by 
its inceflant humming, delftroys the poflibility 
ot reit. And let me tell thele gentry, I thould 
not condefcend to take notice o1 them, were it 
not for the refiraint they impote on tocicty, and 
that Vice, when reflecied in a taithiul mirror, 
is jometimes trightened at its ows deformity. 
It jeems to he the buiineis of their lives to pry 
into. the fecrets of others ; and when their inge- 
nuity has ditcovered, or invented any thing un- 
known to the reft of the world, they open cry 
and like yelping curs, proclaim it to every fool 
that will Jend an atcentive ear. 

This dif, ofition is not confined to either fex ; 
but 1s as prevalent among the men, as among 


* Vulearly called, a scald— or fill more emtbha- 
: y 4 , = 4 
tically, a tea-fight, 
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the fair beings of the ioiter mould. It js the 
mode of amuiement reiorted to by old batcheloys 
foured by diiappointment : by young fops with. 
out brain enough to converie on rational {y). 
jest, their ideas never extending beyend the 
cut of a new coat, or.ihe polifh ot. the. thinins 
liquid blacking: and by indolent loungers, 
too lazy, o1 too ignorant to contribute to the 
entertainment of others, W'e find it very pre. 
valent among coquetts ot ancient date, whoby 
dint of coquetry, have coquetted themlelves out 
of all chance of a hiutband: among belles of 
declining fame, exerciled towards the rifing gts 
neration: and among pert milies, toward tho 
women whole accomplithments of mind anq 
manners have obtained them that dittinguithed 
rank of which theic more youthtul competitors 
would fain deprive them, Thefe are the mot 
prominent characters of the fect, but there ar 
others of allages, fizes, forts, and deicriptions, 
who occafionally indulge in this. idle habit, 
Old people, more particularly, direét their 
remarks to the youthful and gay; and prove 
extremely troublefome to the lad of {pirit, 
who jometimes fips the ‘ flowing bow!" at 
‘** midnight’s ‘witching hour,’* or occahonally 
throws by the mufly pages of Coke, tor th 
more fair and legivle characters flamped by the 
hand of divimty on the face of woman. They 
always remind me of my pransenosheree- gues 
old ioulwho, when I would come down to the 
breakfaft table, at half paft nine or ten, would 
boaft that fhe had been up ever fince fix o’clok, 
Now, heaven knows, the old lady could not 
have flept one moment longer, had the {tate of 
the weather, or the fate ot the nation depended 
upon it. But the memory after long tervice 
becomes weaker, and the maturity of age del- 
troys the recollection of youthful teelings. 


But a ftill. more ferious contequence refults 
from the conduct I reprobate-the diniinution 
of marriages. The ladies of Philadelphia ar 
con{picuoully gifted with beauty, both of per- 
fon and mind; they are a very tuperior race of 
beings ; uniting the vivacity of the French, 
with the.excellent habits of the Englith. Their 
manners polithed ; their minds richly cultivated, 
in beauty unrivalled; pofleiling thote indeicn- 
bable graces which are only known by their 
effects ; taking the judgment pviioner, avd 
making their way direct to the heart; not de- 
void of thofe whims and caprices of their tex, 
which enhance their charms; increating the 
brilliancy of the diamond, by adding to its 
points; and which have been weil coiipared to 
‘€ thrubs which we would not plant in laying 
out an inyprovement, but which it would be 
want of taite to reot out, when fixed there by 
the hand ef natuce,’’ Such are the fair tex o! 
our city. The young men are as numeols 
and generally as accomplifiied, asthole of any 0- 
ther metropolis, yet with fo many circumitances 
inviting tu domeitic life, the temple ot Iymen 
is almolt deferted, , Now and then, a tolitaty 
pair knecl at his thrine, and their extraordialy 
piety, is as much the fabject of wonder, as? 
pilgrimage to Jerufalem, or a voyage to the 
Moon. Nor need we look tar for the cauit 
Ihe delicacy of a female fhrinks from obtervae 
tion ; and cannot bear the inquiring gaze, even 
of the infigniiicant beimg the may deipute 
The mof ainiable light in which we can view 4 





* man who-adores her, 
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lovely woman, is that of retiring modetty : how 
pafe then the conduct, which would put fuch 
modefty to the bluth. Yet, we often fee the 
bofom of youthful innocence, fenfitive as the 
fhorn lamb to the bleak and wintry wind, 
wounded by the remarks of unfeeling Imperti- 


nence. Should an ardent adshifer attempt 'to 


‘ whifper his foft tale of paflion,. the fair one mutt 


render her heart callous to the voice of humanity 
and love, or fubmit to feel her virgin cheek 
empurpled with the burning bluth of indigna- 
tion, excited by the moft cruel obfervations. 


‘Then come the congratulations of her dear 
good friendsy the alluiions and-attempts at wit 
of her companions, and all the routine of fmil- 
ing, fhrugging, nodding, winking, and divers 
other modes of difplaying -tuperior wiidom ; 
till the poor girl is fairly obliged to hate the 
and whom fhe coutd have 
tenderly loved, ‘had the been permitted to follow 
thedictates of her own heart.’ «Thus are nipped 
in the bud, a thouiand=incipient loves, that 
would crown each circling year with joy, give 


enchantment irrefiftable to the blooming cheek 


- . the-maddening gloom’ of celibacy. 


of beauty, and confer the bleflings of domeitic 
harmony on many, who are now condemned to 
ORIN. 


THE INN-KEEPER. 


An inn-keeper at a town in Normandy, had 
eight children. His wife, whom he loved with 
the utmof rendernefs, died of-a fever, after four- 
teen year's paffed in the tenderett conjugal affec- 
tion, He was inconfolable for a while, but at 
length emerging from his grief, he transferred 
all bis affeftion to the mutual pledges the had 
left behind. ‘The income arifing from the pro- 
fits of his bufinefs, was an incompetent mainte- 
nance for his tamily. Hence feveral of his fons 
and daughters, when they had attained to the 
proper age, quitted their father’s houle amd en- 
tered into fervitude, So ftrong was the inn- 


' Holder*s attachment to his children, tharhe re 


~eney of his a 


garded their departure in the light of a tempo. 
rary banifhment. However, there yet remained 
at home his eldeft and his youngeft fon, who 
practifed “se filfal duty, to fupply the defici- 

fent comtorts.- Prier-to this pe- 
riod, commenced a war betweén France and G. 


_ Britain; in the progreis of which, the French 


compelled into their fervicé’a ‘multitude Of 
young fellows, who were averfe toethe professi- 
on of arms. “It unhappily fell out, that the 
inn keeper's youngelt boy, a lad about fixteen 
years of ages was feized upon by a recruiting 
party, and hurried into Blanders. Thedifireis 
ot the poor inn-keeper at this melancholy inci 

den would protvably have been infuppertable, 
if hig brother, whorwas the minifter of the pa- 
Lidy lotta not uied every argument which religi- 
on Mggetted, to alleviate the pangs of the be- 
reaved parent. But, althe’ a courte of time had 
alluaged the feverity of his lufferings, yet his 
forrows were eccafionally, quigkened by the pi- 
teous tales the youth tranfinitted +0 him, of the 
many hardfhips he underwent abroad ; by re- 
peated applications of this neceflitous fon for 
money, and by the iftability of the father to 


~§ratity his prefling requefts. 


After (ome years were elapfed, there rode an 


officer into the vard of the inn, who, alighting 





from his horfe, called aloud for the landlord.— 
The mafter of the houfe obferying that his 
gueft, by his apparel, was a man of rank, ap- 
proached him with deference; at which time 
the’ officer, fixing his eyes ftedfaftly upon his 
holt, acquainted him that he was juft then ar- 
rived from Tournay, and had been defired to 
inform ‘him of his fon’s health. The landlord’s 
fond heart bounded at the mention of one fo 
exceedingly dear to him, and the was urgent 
with the gentleman to perpetuate his converfa- 
tion upon this engaging theme. But the fol- 
dier replied, that he was: neceffitated to pay a 
few vilits in» the town,.and would take a more 
favorable opportunity to fatisty every enquiry 
of his holt, 

About ten @clock at night, the gentleman 
returned to his inn, and told the landlord that 
he had invited feveral friends to dinner the next 
day ; wherefore lie direéted a plentiful and ele- 
gant entertaiment to be provided, At this pro- 
tracted ftay of his gueft, the inn-holder fecretly 
rejoiced, expeéting to hear many particulars a- 
bout his boy in the Netherlands. The officer 
complained of fatigues and-deiirmg to be con- 
ducted to his bed chamber, the man of the houfe 
lighted him to his apartment. No fooner were 
they both entered, than the gentleman drew a 
purfe of gold from his pocket, and gave i: to 
the landlerd, with a charge ta take care of fo 
valuable a depofit. Then, wifhing him a gootl 
night, and reminding him of the next day's en- 
gagements, he fhut the door, and haftened to 
bed. [ To be Coutinueds] 

— 
VARIETY. 

It is related of the chief Juftice Holt, who 
had been very wild in his youth, that feeing a 
fellow tried tor a highway-robbery, and very 
narrowly acquitted, whom his lordihip recollec- 
ted to have been-one of-his early diffipated com- 
panions. After the trial was over, curiofity 


.1aduced him to fend for the man in private, in 


order to enquire thetortune of thote with whon 
he was once aflosiated: he therefore afked the 
fellow what was become of Tom fuch a-one, 
and Will fuch-asone, and the reit of the party 
to which they belonged ; when the fellow fetch- 
ing & deep figh, poy gk Hi a low bow, repli- 
edie“ Ah! my lord, they are all hanged, 
except your lordfhip and myielf,”’ 
EO 

When lord Buckely married a rich and beau- 
tiful lady, who had been folicited at the fame 
time by another nobleman, in the rage of telicity 
he wrote thus to the duke of Dortet : : 

Dear Dorfet—I am the happieft dog alive! 


Your's, BUCKLEY. 
Answer. 
Dear Buckley—every dog has his ‘day | 
Your's, DORSET. 


A gentleman-calling-on an acquaintance, was 
told by the fervant, that he was not at home, 
though he-had.actually feen him enter the houfe. 
He walked away without taking any notice, 
and when his friend foon after came to pay 
him a vifit, he looked ont of the window, and 
very gravely informed him he was not at home. 
Nay, {aid the other that can’t be, for I both 
hear and fee you. Youare a fine fellow indeed, 
replied the gentleman, when I called the other 














day at your houfe, I believed the maid who 
told me you were not at heme, and you will 
not believe me although you hear my voice. 


THE VISITOR, 








Richmond ; March 31, 1810. 





CASUALTIES. 


On Sunday morning the 25th ult. about z 
o’clock, the White-Houfe Tavern and build- 
ings at the Long Glades, Fairfax county, were 
dettroyed by fire.—The ftable was (et fire to, 
which communicated with the other buildings. 
fortunately a negro woman was ironing in the 
kitchen, who heard a fudden cackling of the 
fowls in the ftable. On opening the door, the 
fire was difcovered, which raged with great 
fury. The family were jnitantly alarmed, and 
faved part of the goods in the ftores and mott of 
their turniture.——Three horfes were burnt in 
the ftable. We are happy to hear that the in- 
cendiary, a negro, has fince been difcovered, 
by dropping a fimall button half a mile diftant. 
—He is now in’the dungeon of the jail of Fair- 
fax, and was to be tried by a fpecial court on 
Wednefday the 7th init. 


The warchoufe of M’Kean and M Cleand, 
Baltimore, with its contents, were burnt on the 
7th int, 


At the Forks of the Ohio, Mukkingum,,. the 
dwelling houie of Col. Williams was confumed 
by fire ; and two children 8 and 10 years of age 
perifhed in the flames. 


At Philadelphia, March 8, a mulatto watch- 
man fhut himfelf up in his watchbox witha pan 
of charcoal, and was fuffocated, 


In Holland, as the French and Dutch troops 
were proceeding from South Beveland to take 
polaion of Walcheren, 1490 of them were 
diowned, 


In the gale of the 2oth January Captain At- 
water, Benjamin Smith, Mr. Thomas Cook, 
and Henry Welthan were wafhed overboard 
the Hannah, of Newhaven, bound to St. Bar- 
tholomew’s and drowned. 
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MARRIED—On the 25th inf. Mr. William 
Clark, of Cheiterfeld, to Miss Nancy Rowlett, 
of Peterfburg. 

Un the r7th inf Mr. Wm. Emmins, of Pe- 
tersburg, to Mils Patsey Burrow, ot Dinwiddie. 

On the goth init. Mr. Thomas Armitead, 
to Mus Priscilla Armitead, of Norfolk. 

On Thuriday the ead inf. Mr. William 
Brent of Statford county, to Mifs Winitred B. 
Lee of Loudoun County. 

a 

Diep—On Monday lait, Mrs. Prefton, the 
refpected and amiable confort of Gen, John 
Preiton, the Treafurer of this commonwea!th. 

At Norfolk on Wedneiday jaft, Mr. Augut- 
tus C. Jordan, Printer—of that place. 
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For THE VISITOR. 
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COTILLIONS. 


The airs selected, and the figures adapted by JOHN LATASTE—Arranged by A. PETICOLAS. 


THE ROSE. 


Moderato. . 
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1ft Figure. First Gentleman and opposite Lady, forward—ad. The same, Cross over—-3d. Chasse and Dechasses 


4th. Cross over to their places—5th. Ladies Chain, and Ballance four. 
}—— —— __ } 


THE VENUS. 
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Ist Figure Be: Gentleman and opposite Lady, forward—2d. The same, Cross over—-3d. Chasse and Dechasse~ 


‘4th. Cross over to their places, and Ballance four. 





